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of Kanf could not brook the routine of official life, and he
had hardly received his appointment before he began to
look about for some excuse to throw it up. The opportunity
was not long in coming; CAH Pasha's third tenure of the
Grand Vezirate lasted only two months; and when it came
to a close Kanf resigned his post, and set out for Silistria
as divan secretary to an officer who had been appointed
governor of that place. Having lived a free and easy life
for nearly forty years in an Anatolian provincial town, Kdnf
not unnaturally found the formalities and ceremonies of
Constantinopolitan official society unendurably irksome; and
as the following passage from one of his letters shows, this
was one at least of the reasons of his eagerness to escape:
'As this draggle-turbaned Kanf is not of the same stamp
as that stately company who, clad in sumptuous apparel,
adorn the streets and market-places, he has been compelled
to forsake Constantinople and find a peaceful abode for
himself in this reptile-house of Islam called Silistria.'

By and bye the poet passed over to Bucharest where he
acted for a time as Turkish secretary to the Waywoda, as
the tributary Prince of Wallachia was called, and where a
portrait of him in company with the Waywoda Alexander
is still preserved in the Museum.

On the elevation of Yegen Mehemmed Pasha to the Grand
Vezirate about the end of 1196 (1782) Kanf returned to
Constantinople on the invitation of that statesman who had
been one of his most intimate friends in earlier years. But
Kanf did not, or wonld not, recognize that the Grand Vezfr
was no longer the comparatively humble official with whom
he had once consorted on terms of equality; and by the
familiarity of the tone he still thought proper to adopt, and
yet more by his indiscretion in speaking about certain things
on which silence would have been better, he so enraged